Interview with Ben Osborne, Editor-in-Chief of Bleacher Report
Aggrey Sam
Indiana University Bloomington, USA aaa After almost 20 years at the only company that had employed him since he graduated college-rising from intern to nearly a decade as editor-in-chief-in the summer of 2016, Ben Osborne took the next step in his career as a sport journalist. While Osborne is clearly proud of his tenure at SLAM, a basketball magazine that arguably embodied the intersection between the culture of hip-hop music and young players in the National Basketball Association (NBA) that emerged in the 1990s, he was ready to embrace his passion for all sports. Accepting the editor-inchief position at Bleacher Report, a high-traffic website owned by Turner Sports that focuses on all sporting culture, meant an adjustment for Osborne but not necessarily from the perspective of paying attention to more than just basketball. The author of The Brooklyn Cyclones: Hardball Dreams and the New Coney Island (2004), a book about a fledgling minor-league baseball team, he has also written about a variety of subjects for publications ranging from The New York Times to The Wall Street Journal. Osborne's spectrum of experiences in sport journalism equips him with a unique insight into the industry on a variety of levels.
Sam: What was your path to becoming the editor-in-chief at SLAM and now Bleacher Report?
Osborne: When I was around 13, I decided that I wanted to be a sports writer. I loved playing sports, I watched it, I loved reading about it, and as soon as my sphere got a little bigger, as far as who I was playing against, I realized that I had no chance to be anything other than a small-college baseball player and couldn't go professional in any sport. I loved English, I loved reading, I loved writing-those were the only subjects I was good at-I loved the newspaper, I loved Sports Illustrated, so I said, "I'm going to do that." So, I worked at my little rinky-dink high school newspaper. The very first day I was on campus at George Washington University, I walked into the school newspaper and asked, "How can I help?" I started selling ads, covering the women's soccer team, and basically spent every day of college at the school paper. I eventually became the sports editor there, and my senior year, between a connection from a
The author is with the Dept. of Kinesiology, Indiana University Bloomington, Bloomington, IN. Address author correspondence to ajsam@iu.edu. recent George Washington graduate and being in the city, I got to work at The Washington Post on Friday and Saturday nights, taking phone calls, taking high school sports scores, and helping writers check in on their stories. I was answering calls from Tony Kornheiser, Mike Wilbon, J.A. Adande, and Rachel Nichols [former writers at The Washington Post who went on to become ESPN personalities]. I was in the presence of greatness and there was definitely no turning back at that point. Again, I had no clue what my title would be or that I would ever be an editor-in-chief, but there was no way I wasn't going to be in sports media.
When I finished college, I applied to a bunch of places in New York City, which is near where I grew up: golf magazines, basketball magazines, men's magazines, newspapers. Of the people who got back to me, SLAM was by far the most exciting; basketball had been my favorite sport. They offered me an internship, and, somewhat, the rest is history. I turned the SLAM internship into writing for them, into associate editor, into senior editor-just kind of went up the ladder there-and after mixing that work with freelance work for other publications and then 10 dedicated years as editor-in-chief at SLAM, a much bigger outlet came along and said, "We'd like to give you that role here." Now, it's a much different role at Bleacher Report than SLAM, but all the hard work when I was younger and climbing up the SLAM ladder kind of established me. But to me, it was about the hard work, the dedication, and determination of wanting to be in sports, and then making the most of it.
Sam: Given that you'd been at SLAM for the entirety of your professional career, what was your motivation for accepting the position at Bleacher Report?
Osborne: The chance to influence coverage of all sports was very exciting. I think as a fan, basketball and baseball are kind of tied for me. If I had to choose only one sport, I'd definitely go with basketball because of the culture, the players' appeal, and style. I could have spent my whole life working in basketball if I had to, but as a fan, I love baseball just as much. I love football, I love soccer, I love hockey, I love golf. I am a massive sports fan, so that was always something that I missed out on at SLAM. If I had an opinion on a baseball story, no one cared. Occasionally, SLAM's Ben Osborne -Editor-in-chief of Bleacher Report.
